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The Articles of Confederation 

and Shays' Rebellion

Read the segment entitled The Articles of Confederation on page 80 and skim the rest of the section and fill in the missing segments in the note taking chart below.  Then answer the questions.
1.  Under the Articles of Confederation, why was it hard to pass a law?

2.  Why did the politicians design such a weak central government?  Why didn’t they trust a powerful national government?(The answer is not in the book.  Hint: why were they rebelling against Great Britain?)
Read Growing Problems  on page 82-83.  Answer the following questions.

3. Why was it hard to trade from state to state under the Articles?

4. What is an economic depression?








5. As soldiers returned to farming after the War for Independence was over, would the supply of crops increase or decrease?  What would this do to prices?

6.  What happened to farmers when they couldn’t pay their taxes or keep up the payments on their loans?

7.  How many farmers took part in Shay’s Rebellion?





8. How would Shay’s Rebellion show that the national government was weak?

9. What would politicians do at the convention in Philadelphia in 1787 to fix this problem?







